
Mind Your Place & Know Your Calling 
 

BENJAMIN

DAN
EPHRAIM

G  A  D

J  U  D  A  H

M A N A S S E H

REUBEN

S I M E O N

Adullam

Carmel
En-gedi

Gath

Gibeah

Keilah

Masada

Nob?

Rama(h)

Ziklag?

Ziph

Ai

Arad

Ashdod

Ashkelon

Beer-sheba

Bethel

Bethlehem

Ekron

Gerar

Gezer

Hebron

Jericho

Jerusalem

Lachish

Maon

 
 
Passage: 1 Samuel 25 

 
1 Samuel 25:1-13 – “How About A Little Something, ya know…for the effort?” 
25:1 (Then Samuel died; and all Israel gathered together and mourned for him, and 
buried him at his house in Ramah. And David arose and went down to the wilderness of 
Paran.)  
 
25:2 Now there was a man in Maon whose business was in Carmel; and the man was 
very rich, and he had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. And it came about 
while he was shearing his sheep in Carmel 3 (now the man’s name was Nabal, and his 
wife’s name was Abigail. And the woman was intelligent and beautiful in appearance, but 
the man was harsh and evil in his dealings, and he was a Calebite),  4 that David heard 
in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep.  5 So David sent ten young men; 
and David said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel, visit Nabal and greet him in my 
name;  6 and thus you shall say, ‘Have a long life, peace be to you, and peace be to 
your house, and peace be to all that you have.  7 ‘Now I have heard that you have 
shearers; now your shepherds have been with us and we have not insulted them, nor 
have they missed anything all the days they were in Carmel.  8 ‘Ask your young men 
and they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we have 



come on a festive day. Please give whatever you find at hand to your servants and to 
your son David.’”  

Don’t Lose Control 
25:9 When David’s young men came, they spoke to Nabal according to all these words 
in David’s name; then they waited.  10 But Nabal answered David’s servants and said, 
“Who is David? And who is the son of Jesse? There are many servants today who are 
each breaking away from his master.  11 “Shall I then take my bread and my water and 
my meat that I have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men whose origin I do 
not know?”  12 So David’s young men retraced their way and went back; and they came 
and told him according to all these words.  13 David said to his men, “Each of you gird 
on his sword.” So each man girded on his sword. And David also girded on his sword, 
and about four hundred men went up behind David while two hundred stayed with the 
baggage.  
 
1 Samuel 25:14-17 –Nabal’s ‘Break-away’ Servant Steps In 
25:14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, “Behold, David sent 
messengers from the wilderness to greet our master, and he scorned them.  15 “Yet the 
men were very good to us, and we were not insulted, nor did we miss anything as long 
as we went about with them, while we were in the fields.  16 “They were a wall to us both 
by night and by day, all the time we were with them tending the sheep.  17 “Now 
therefore, know and consider what you should do, for evil is plotted against our master 
and against all his household; and he is such a worthless man that no one can speak to 
him.”  
 

Proceed At Great Risk 
1 Samuel 25:18-31– Abigail Saves Everyone’s Day 
25:18 Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves of bread and two jugs of wine 
and five sheep already prepared and five measures of roasted grain and a hundred 
clusters of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded them on donkeys.  19 She 
said to her young men, “Go on before me; behold, I am coming after you.” But she did 
not tell her husband Nabal.  20 It came about as she was riding on her donkey and 
coming down by the hidden part of the mountain, that behold, David and his men were 
coming down toward her; so she met them.  21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain I 
have guarded all that this man has in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all 
that belonged to him; and he has returned me evil for good.  22 “May God do so to the 
enemies of David, and more also, if by morning I leave as much as one male of any who 
belong to him.”  
 
25:23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and dismounted from her donkey, and fell on 
her face before David and bowed herself to the ground.  24 She fell at his feet and said, 
“On me alone, my lord, be the blame. And please let your maidservant speak to you, and 
listen to the words of your maidservant.  25 “Please do not let my lord pay attention to 
this worthless man, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal is his name and folly is 
with him; but I your maidservant did not see the young men of my lord whom you sent.  
 
 
 
25:26 “Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, since the 
LORD has restrained you from shedding blood, and from avenging yourself by your own 



hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek evil against my lord, be as Nabal.  
27 “Now let this gift which your maidservant has brought to my lord be given to the 
young men who accompany my lord.  28 “Please forgive the transgression of your 
maidservant; for the LORD will certainly make for my lord an enduring house, because 
my lord is fighting the battles of the LORD, and evil will not be found in you all your days.  
29 “Should anyone rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, then the life of my lord 
shall be bound in the bundle of the living with the LORD your God; but the lives of your 
enemies He will sling out as from the hollow of a sling.  30 “And when the LORD does 
for my lord according to all the good that He has spoken concerning you, and appoints 
you ruler over Israel,  31 this will not cause grief or a troubled heart to my lord, both by 
having shed blood without cause and by my lord having avenged himself. When the 
LORD deals well with my lord, then remember your maidservant.”  
 
1 Samuel 25:32-35 – David Wisens Up & Offers Some Blessings 
25:32 Then David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who sent you this 
day to meet me,  33 and blessed be your discernment, and blessed be you, who have 
kept me this day from bloodshed and from avenging myself by my own hand.  34 
“Nevertheless, as the LORD God of Israel lives, who has restrained me from harming 
you, unless you had come quickly to meet me, surely there would not have been left to 
Nabal until the morning light as much as one male.”  35 So David received from her 
hand what she had brought him and said to her, “Go up to your house in peace. See, I 
have listened to you and granted your request.”  
 

Put the Proof in God’s Hands 
1 Samuel 25:36-38 – God’s Vengeance & Nabal’s Weak Heart 
25:36 Then Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, he was holding a feast in his house, like 
the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk; so 
she did not tell him anything at all until the morning light.  37 But in the morning, when 
the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his heart died within 
him so that he became as a stone.  38 About ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal and 
he died.  
 
1 Samuel 25:39-42– David Marries Some Money 
25:39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has 
pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal and has kept back His servant 
from evil. The LORD has also returned the evildoing of Nabal on his own head.” Then 
David sent a proposal to Abigail, to take her as his wife.  40 When the servants of David 
came to Abigail at Carmel, they spoke to her, saying, “David has sent us to you to take 
you as his wife.”  41 She arose and bowed with her face to the ground and said, 
“Behold, your maidservant is a maid to wash the feet of my lord’s servants.”  42 Then 
Abigail quickly arose, and rode on a donkey, with her five maidens who attended her; 
and she followed the messengers of David and became his wife.  
 
1Samuel 25:43 David had also taken Ahinoam of Jezreel, and they both became his 
wives.  
 
1Samuel 25:44 Now Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of 
Laish, who was from Gallim. 
 



Sacred Story:  The Life of David 
Week 12 
1Samuel 25 
 
STORY SPECIFICS 
 
1.  Look back several verses.  What happened just before this passage begins? 
 
Focus Question: 
 a.  David just spared Saulʼs life for the first time (1Samuel 24).  What is his 
      perspective toward Nabalʼs ungrateful attitude here?  Is there any 

     change? 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
2.  Who are the main characters in the passage?  Name and, as much as 
possible, describe their immediate situation and state of mind and soul in this 
passage.  What do you see about them that makes them “real people” to you? 
 
Focus Question: 
 a.  How might Nabal be compared to Saul in this story?  And how does 
David differ, at least after his response? 
 
 
 
 
 
 b.  How did Abigail respond to the news brought to her? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



c.  What was Abigailʼs physical posture in speaking with David?  How did   
her words correlate with that position?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
d.  What character qualities do you recognize in Abigail as you see her 
words and actions in this passage? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What words or phrases do you see repeated in the passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What possible themes could this passage be addressing? 
 
 
 
 
STORY INTERPRETATION  
 
1.  How does this story fit into the larger story of David and how God is working 
through him to establish His kingdom? 
 
Focus Questions: 
 a.  In whose interest or benefit is Abigail operating? 
 
 
 
  
 



b.  How might Abigailʼs actions be understood/appreciated by her culture? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  Do you think Abigail was submissive to her husband?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d.  How does God work to spare Davidʼs future? 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

e.  How does David respond to Abigail?  To the situation? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
f.  What is the key to Davidʼs wise response? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.  What do you understand of David from this passage that confirms him as a 
“man after Godʼs own heart?” 
 
Focus Questions: 
 a.  Look back to Question 1 under Story Specifics.  What may have 
caused change in Davidʼs heart? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  David is a flawed man.  What flaw(s) do you see in this passage, and how 
does David respond in situations where his flaws are exposed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM DAVIDʼS STORY TO OUR STORY 
 
1.  How does this passage help you see what God could be doing in your story to 
accomplish something for His story (His kingdom)? 
 
Focus Question: 

a.  Describe a situation where submission required more of you than mere 
compliance.  What was your “posture”—externally and internally—as you 
approached the situation?  What mood did your words and actions 
convey?  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



b.  Describe a situation where your initial gut response was foolish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  How does Davidʼs recognition of and response to his flaws compare with 
yours? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How might the Spirit be transforming you to look more like Christ in that 
situation?  
 
 
 
 
 
What would be different about you?  
 
 
 
 
  
How has the work of Christ provided what you need to be transformed?  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



How will you respond to Him? 
 
Focus Question: 

a.  What is an appropriate lesson to learn and apply from Davidʼs 
example? 

 
 
 
 

b.  What is an appropriate lesson to learn and apply from Abigailʼs 
example? 

 
 
 
 


